
Marine veteran Charles and his wife, Nellie, recently received much needed home repairs
through The Home Depot Foundation and Meals on Wheels America's Helping
Homebound Heroes Grant.

Charles served in the United States Marines from 1971 – 1973. During his time in the
service, he was stationed at Camp Lejeune; Okinawa, Japan; and Camp Pendleton.
Driving a truck was his job. “I drove a truck when I was in the service and came out and
continued to drive a truck.” Asked if he would serve again, he replied, “I certainly would
do it all over again. I had a great time!”

Charles has lived at his Pittsboro home for nearly two decades. Charles and Nellie's
home was built in the 1920s and had a back porch addition where the bathroom and
laundry were located. The condition of this addition was unsafe. Charles was worried
that he and his wife might fall through the floor. Plywood covered rotted flooring as a
work-around in an attempt to prevent them from falling through. In many places, there
was no subfloor to support the vinyl flooring. The wood rot and previous termite damage
was significant.
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"The bathroom is a lot safer!"

Rebuilding Together of the Triangle came right in and went straight to work. “They didn’t stop for nothing but for
lunch… Very nice people.”

Rebuilding Together removed the old floor framing completely and raised the floor level about five inches to remove a
step down. The entire floor and bathroom wall were reframed. The tub was replaced with a walk-in shower and an ADA
toilet was installed along with a new vanity. With no central heating or cooling in this area, an electrician was hired to
install electric heaters in the bathroom. 

“The bathroom is a lot safer,” Charles shared. “They took the tub out and put a shower in and that is a lot better.”

Asked what he thinks of the help received through the Helping Homebound Heroes Grant, Charles beamed, “I would tell
any Veteran if they need some help they need to call and check this program out. They are number one!”
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